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NEWELL HIGHWAY TASK FORCE 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Parkes at the RMS Regional Office on Tuesday 12 August 2014 

 

Meeting Commenced at 10:03am 

 

Peter Dearden welcomed the Newell Highway Task Force Committee members to the Roads and 

Maritime Services Regional Office. 

 

1. Welcome, Attendees, Apologies 

 

Attendees: 

 

The Chair Ken Keith welcomed the following attendees: 

 

Cr Ken Keith Parkes Shire Council 

Anna Wyllie Parkes Shire Council 

Cr Tony Lord Bland Shire Council 

Jeff Stien Bland Shire Council 

Jock Smith Dubbo City Council 

John Morris NATRoads 

Ray Graham Forbes Shire Council 

Peter Dearden RMS Western Region 

Bruce Bates RMS Western Region 

Jacquie Anderson RMS Western Region 

 

Apologies: 

Cr Conrad Bolton Narrabri Shire Council 

Cr Robyn Faber Narrabri Shire Council 

Katrina Dwyer Parkes Shire Council 

Cr Jenny Clarke Narrandera Shire Council 

Frank Dyson Narrandera Shire Council 

Cr Kevin Morris Narrandera Shire Council 

Cr Ruth McCrae   Jerilderie Shire Council 

Cr David Tamlyn Jerilderie Shire Council 

Craig Moffitt Jerilderie Shire Council 

Cr Lyn Griffiths Dubbo City Council 

Lindsay Tanner RMS South West 

Susie Mackay RMS Western Region 

Graham Blight NRMA 

Ron Collins NRMA 

Cr Ron Penny Forbes Shire Council 

Cr Dennis Todd Warrumbungle Shire Council 

Cr Peter Shinton Warrumbungle Shire Council 

Kevin Tighe Warrumbungle Shire Council 

Richard Baxter Gunnedah Shire Council 

Cr Katrina Humphries Moree Plains Shire Council 

Cr Sue Price Moree Plains Shire Council 
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Ian Dinham Moree Plains Shire Council 

Rob Howse NatRoad 

 

2. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous meeting held at Narrabri in the RFS Office 

on Tuesday 13 May 2014  

 

Resolution 

That the Minutes of the Newell Highway Task Force meeting held at Narrabri in the RFS office on 

Tuesday 13 May 2014 which were distributed to members of the Task Force be confirmed. 

 

Moved:  Cr Tony Lord  Seconded:  Jock Smith 

All in favour 

Carried 

 

3. Matters Arising from Minutes  

 

Nil 

 

4. Business Arising 

 

Nil 

 

5. Correspondence 

 

Inwards: 

 Newell Highway Corridor Strategy – Natroad 

 Newell Highway Corridor Strategy – Warrumbungle Shire Council 

 Newell Highway Corridor Strategy – Parkes Shire Council 

 Newell Highway Corridor Strategy – Bland Shire Council 

 

Outwards: 

 Emails from the Secretary to the Newell Highway Task Force committee members including: 

o National Farmers Federation Agricultural Infrastructure and Logistics Forum 

o Federal Government Budget 

o Draft Newell Highway Corridor Strategy 

media release 

o Newell Highway Corridor Strategy – Newell 

Highway Task Force Committee 

o Newell Highway Corridor Strategy – Natroad 

o Newell Highway Corridor Strategy – 

Warrumbungle Shire Council 

o Newell Highway Corridor Strategy – Newell 

Highway Promotions Committee 

o 1956 photo of the Newell Highway courtesy 

of Peter Bailey 

o NSW Government Rebuilding NSW 

o Driver Reviver Presentation 

o Newell Highway Task Force Narrabri media release 

o Road Freight Flows 

o Communicating the Imperative for Action A report to the Council of Australian 

Governments 

o Love & Culture on the Newell Highway 
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6. RMS Update 
 

Peter Dearden provided the following Roads & Maritime Services update: 
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 The Draft Newell Highway Corridor Strategy submission period has closed. 

 The State budget allocated $2.0m for the heavy vehicle route at Parkes and high tech traffic 

studies are being undertaken. 

 Lines of business – Infrastructure Development and Steve Warrell is working at the Wagga 

Wagga RMS office and will cover both Southern and Western regions. 

 The wide centre line treatment is expected to be applied on new works following analysis of 

a motor vehicle incident on the F6. 

 South Australia are introducing wide centreline treatment on the Dukes Highway: 
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7. Newell Highway Promotions Committee Update 

 

The Newell Highway Promotions Committee is currently working on a new brochure.  
 

The Drive Visitor Economy is extremely important to the LGA’s and regional towns and cities on 

the Newell Highway Corridor and the following figures are from Destination NSW LGA Profiles 

that indicates the four year annual average overnight spend: 

 

LGA Four Year Annual Average Overnight Visitor Spend 

Berrigan $45 million 

Narrandera $17 million 

Bland $18 million 

Weddin $5 million 

Forbes $24 million 

Parkes $41 million 

Narromine $7 million 

Dubbo $135 million 

Gilgandra $11 million 

Warrumbungle $38 million 

Narrabri $31 million 

Moree Plains $48 million 

 

Destination NSW Travel to Regional NSW, indicates that 88% of the visitors that travel to regional 

NSW do so by private or company motor vehicles (Drive Visitor Economy), followed by air 

transport (6.3%) and ‘railway’ (2.4%). 

 

8. General Business 

 

 The Chair thanked Peter Dearden for his commitment, leadership and contribution to the Newell 

Highway Task Force and wished him all the best in his retirement. 

 

 The Transport Industry also thanked Peter for his commitment, leadership and contribution to 

the Newell Highway Task Force and wished him all the best in his retirement. 

 

 The Newell Highway Task Force Committee also congratulated Ken Keith for his Order of 

Australia (OAM). 

 

 GrainCorp are in the process of rolling out their Project Regeneration that will see a number of 

grain silos being closed.  This will see more trucks on the roads and will also put more pressure 

on the National, State and Local feeder road networks.  Intersection treatments for both 

acceleration and deceleration may need to be carried out.  This may also lead to more B-

Doubles and Road Trains accessing GrainCorps primary sites and LGA’s should monitor the 

affects that this may have on their road networks. 
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9. Review of the Newell Highway Task Force Strategy 

 

The Chair welcomed Bruce Bates to facilitate the review of the Newell Highway Task Force 

Strategy. 

 

Changes that have occurred since the formation of the Task Force: 

 

 110 km/hr speed limit 

 Overtaking lanes 

 Moree Bypass 

 Development of West Wyalong and Parkes Bypasses 

 Rest Areas – new and upgraded 

 Release of Draft Corridor Strategy 

 $30m Safety Program: 

o Intersection improvements 

o Intersection improvements 

o Clear Zones 

o Wide centre line trial 

 

Developing the vision  

 What are the key issues, constraints and drivers for change across the Newell Highway within 

the next 5,10 and 20 years? 

 Paint a picture of the Newell in 2034 
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The Task Force then workshopped the following draft vision for the Newell Highway: 

 

Vision for the Newell Highway 

 

1. Boosting economic productivity by introducing modern higher productive vehicles (B 

triples and AB Triples) and phasing out older vehicles (Double Road Trains). 

Reasons: 

 Near doubling of freight tonnage; 

 Better safety; 

 Grain – rationalisation of receival points. 

 

2. Safe road for all road users that encourages tourists, visitors and freight between Victoria 

and Queensland. 

 

3. Intermodal linkages and bottleneck removal. 

 

4. Vision for tourism and the visitor economy 

 Tourism friendly road of choice – ‘Newell Highway Touring Route R66’ 

 Signage for novice travellers (white on brown) 

 Techno friendly – Mobile Phone and WiFi connectivity for the entire length of the Newell 

Highway 

Risks 

 Conflict between road users – heavy vehicles vs. tourists 

 How do we manage this conflict – exacerbated by volume increase 

 How do we limit conflict interaction 

 Simple, uncomplicated travel experience – don’t get lost 

 

5. Consistency of travel experience between Melbourne and Brisbane (see it as a continuous 

flow) 

 

6. Environment 

 

1. HPV access across the Newell Highway 

 Compliant intersections 

 Longer acceleration and deceleration lanes 

 Major town by-passes (Parkes, Forbes, Coonabarabran, Dubbo, Moree, Narrabri?, 

Boggabilla, West Wyalong, Narrandera, Jerilderie, Grong Grong) 

 Overtaking lanes – length and number – on flat as well as rise: 

o Check strategy for relevance and additional opportunities and customer perception 

 Wide Centre line 

o Perception of safety 

o Develop an implementation strategy 

 Shoulder width 

 Rest areas 

 Ask feedback from the Road Freight Industry re Newell Highway Strategy 

 Develop B-Quad breakdown area at Dubbo and other major centres 

 Develop last mile plans for towns e.g. Forbes etc  

 

2. Safety on the Newell Highway 

Safe road for all road users 

 Maintain clear zones – wildlife – 10m curves, 6m straight 

 Confirm and clarify speed limiting vehicles 
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 Wide Centre line 

o Perception of safety 

o Develop an implementation strategy 

 Overtaking lanes – length and number – on flat as well as rise: 

o Check strategy for relevance and additional opportunities and customer perception 

 Rest stops – enough, attractiveness, vehicle mix, upgrade access, intelligent rest stops, 

mobile coverage 

 Rail crossing – delimitation – Inland Rail may pay 

 Signage – know where Rest Areas and Overtaking Lanes are, kilometreage, distance to 

attractions and service centres 

 Managing access 

 Clarify age related and experience related competency of RVs 

 More point to point technology and checking stations 

 Enforcement particularly light vehicles 

 

3. Intermodal linkages 

 Changes in grain handling e.g. rationalisation of receival sites 

o Containers – farm to port – trend 

o On farm storage 

 Land use planning for breakdown, consolidation and modal exchanges in each major town 

e.g. Parkes 

o Leverage with Inland Rail – cost sharing 

 Inland Rail want double-stacked containers – ensure grade separation can cater 

 

4. Tourism (Visitor Economy) 

 Newell Highway touring route – visitor experience – promotion 

 Signage – white on brown signs, advance warning signs, distance consistency 

 Family friendly – recreational parks. Animal friendly accommodation etc 

 Techno friendly – Mobile Phone and WiFi connectivity for the entire length of the Newell 

Highway, tourist information 

 Compatibility of vehicle mix 

 Rest Areas – RV friendly, WiFi, Toilets (Texas travel information 

www.txdot.gov/driver.html)  

 Overtaking lanes 

 Cross border issues – promotions and consistency 

 Business travellers – timeliness, safety, refreshments and availability of fuel 

 

5. Consistency 

 National Regulations across the Newell 

o Consistent laws for licencing 

o Load limits 

 Signage 

 Experience 

o Speed e.g. 110 vs. 100 

o Roughness, shoulder widths, centrelines, clearzones, rest areas 

 Naming of Route (need more than A39) 
 

Bruce will continue to work on the Vision which will be sent out to Task Force Committee 

Members and organisations for input and comments. 
 

10. Next meeting, date and venue 

Tuesday 11 November 2014 in Narrandera 

Meeting Closed 1:55pm 

http://www.txdot.gov/driver.html

